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n a time when school bus drivers are at a premium, Chimacum Schools Superintendent Scott Mauk reached out
to Jefferson Transit Authority with a proposition: Could they possibly pitch in to help get kids where they needed
to go?

But the simple question has a complicated answer.
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Discussion around bussing emerged at Chimacum School District’s latest board meeting, Jan. 26.

Frustration among staff was apparent in response to a comment made by Mauk.

“Just got word from Jefferson Transit that they can’t help us with our transportation issues,” he said. “They are
nterpreting the law so that they can’t compete with private charter companies.”

A followup call with Mauk clari�ed the intent behind his earlier statement.

“I don’t think we want to take something from [the] current ridership,” he said. “We reached out to see if they
could cover some of our runs.”

“Our team got hammered,” he said of bus drivers contracting COVID.

“We’ve been running buses for sports, back and forth from Chimacum,” he added. “It’s been rough.”

That sentiment was seconded by Nicole Gauthier, �xed route operations manager for Jefferson Transit.

n an email to The Leader, Gauthier wrote: “The pandemic has been especially hard on all transportation entities
and Jefferson Transit Authority is no exception. Jefferson Transit has been working hard to maintain the highest
evel of service for the community while being short staffed.”

Legally, the transit authority is limited in what they can do for local schools.

Mauk was hoping for different routes, stops, or pickup times to assist with student schedules, but Gauthier
explained why Jefferson Transit cannot accommodate that request.

“The law that dictates how transit agencies compete with privately owned bus companies can be found under the
Federal Transit Administrations Charter Service Regulations (49 CFR, Part 604),” she wrote.

Essentially, this law states that when federal funds are used to buoy mass transit systems, the funding comes
with parameters about how public transit can be used, and how such systems can work – or not – with charter
buses.

“Jefferson Transit Authority has offered to work with the school district to assist with scheduling and trip
planning for students utilizing JTA’s existing routes,” Gauthier added.

But Mauk says that doesn’t help them much right now.

Existing times and stops for routes don’t sync with most students’ schedules.

He’s hoping, at least, that something can be worked out to transport low-income students.

“What the board would like to do is have a seat at the transit table,” he said.

n the meantime, Jefferson Transit is currently accepting applications for another driver, while Chimacum is
seeking two bus drivers and one substitute.
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LATEST NEWS

Home destroyed by blaze at Glendale Farm (/stories/home-
destroyed-by-blaze-at-glendale-farm,81891)
An early morning �re destroyed a single-family home on Glendale Farm in
Chimacum Saturday. The home was fully engulfed in �ames and had already
collapsed when �re�ghters from East Jefferson …

Jefferson County Sheriff's Log | Somebody pitched a tent
(/stories/jefferson-county-sheriffs-log-somebody-pitched-a-
tent,81736)
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Of�ce received 213 calls for service between Friday,
Feb. 18 and Friday, Feb. 25. Below are selected reports. At 5:16 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 20 in Port Hadlock, a …

College Board of Trustees meets in Port Townsend (/stories/college-board-of-trustees-meets-
in-port-townsend,81890)
The next regularly scheduled hybrid meeting of the Peninsula College Board of Trustees will be held virtually at 2 p.m.
Friday, April 22, at the PC Port Townsend Building 202 campus at Fort …
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